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TIVE JERRY COSTELLO HON-
ORING THE 100TH ANNIVERSARY 
OF CARPENTERS LOCAL 480 

HON. JERRY F. COSTELLO 
OF ILLINOIS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 18, 2000 
Mr. COSTELLO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 

ask my colleagues to join me in honoring the 
100th anniversary of Carpenters Local 480. 

Carpenters Local 480 had its charter issued 
to them on February 13, 1900. That year they 
listed John Dippel, John Hexter, Joseph Hes-
ter, Harry Merrick, Carl Ross, William Schaef-
fer, Jacob Scheid, Louis Scheid, William 
Scheid, Edward Schiek, Henry Schiek and 
Henry Wilhelm as their first charter officers. 
The first elected officer of Local No. 480 was 
H. Geiger who was elected the Financial Sec-
retary and was charged with the responsibility 
of collecting dues and assessments. 

By 1907, Local 480’s rolls increased to 16 
members, which held until 1940. At that time, 
Local 480-Freeburg merged with Local 1559- 
New Athens, bringing the membership an ad-
ditional 25 members. Dues at that time were 
set at $1.25 a month for all inactive and 
pensioned members. Arthur Och was named 
the Business Representative for Freeburg, Illi-
nois and Ed Knopp was named the Rep-
resentative for New Athens. 

In 1947, membership increased to 35 mem-
bers. In 1966, with membership hovering 
around 38 members, the International Union 
had pressed all locals to hire full-time rep-
resentatives to ensure jurisdictional issues 
were considered. Louis Geiger was named as 
the first full-time Business Representative. At 
that time, there were only 14 local unions in 
the Tri-Counties Illinois District Council of Car-
penters, with only two that were large enough 
to hire full-time representatives. Remaining 
smaller locals were then merged into four. 
Local 480-Freeburg, Local 1361-Chester, 
Local 1997-Columbia and Local 1675-Breese. 

Further consolidations of the locals occurred 
in the 70’s. Many changes occurred after the 
consolidations, bringing with it new challenges 
and new opportunities. A full-time Financial 
Secretary position was created at this time to 
handle the growth in the membership and to 
handle the responsibilities of caring for the 
members well-being. Further growth in mem-
bership and an expansion of Local 480’s area, 
necessitated the need for the creation of Field 
Stewart positions in each of the communities 
in the local. 

With the phenomenal growth of the local 
and the expansion of their responsibilities, in 
1975 the local opened their headquarters 
building in Freeburg. Since then, the members 
of Local 480 have contributed to the growth 
and development of the metro-east. Evidence 
of their handiwork is everywhere, from new 
schools, shopping and commercial centers, 
public buildings and fine residential homes. 

I am proud of the history and accomplish-
ments of Local 480 and I look forward to the 
future with the confidence that the facilities we 
work, visit and live in are the direct results of 
hard work of the members of Local 480. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in honoring Carpenters Local 480 on the 100th 

anniversary of their founding and to recognize 
the members of the local, both past and 
present, for the quality service that they have 
been providing to the people of our area for 
the past 100 years. 
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NATIONAL CHILDREN’S MEMORIAL 
DAY

SPEECH OF

HON. JOE KNOLLENBERG 
OF MICHIGAN

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 17, 2000 
Mr. KNOLLENBERG. Madam Speaker, I 

rise today to voice my strong support for the 
families, friends and loved ones of the many, 
many children who pass away every year. Re-
gardless of the cause of death, regardless of 
the location, regardless of the age, a horren-
dous void is created in the lives of those left 
behind. When a child dies, the effect is simply 
devastating to the family. For those of us who 
have not suffered this pain, it is incomprehen-
sible and different for each person—a pain 
that may dampen in time, but which never fully 
goes away. 

However, there is one thing that the families 
and loved one of the departed have to help 
them in their time of need—the support of oth-
ers who have suffered a similar loss. Those in 
the healing process report that one of the 
most effective measures is simply to have a 
strong network of support and encouragement. 
And this is why I have sponsored, along with 
Mr. OSE of California and Mr. MCINTOSH of In-
diana, this resolution recognizing the purposes 
and goals of a National Children’s Memorial 
Day. 

Such is the goal of the Compassionate 
Friends Organization—a national non-profit 
group that offers friendship and understanding 
to families grieving the death of a child at any 
stage of development and from any cause. As 
one example, Compassionate Friends offers 
comfort and assistance to families who suffer 
from the tragedy of stillbirth, miscarriage, and 
Sudden Infant Death Syndrome (S.I.D.S.). 
Their web site identifies symptoms of grief, 
notes impacts on marriage, discusses subse-
quent pregnancy, and has remarks about cop-
ing with family and friends and lays out some 
helpful suggestions. 

Compassionate Friends originated in Eng-
land in 1969. Their first U.S. chapter was 
founded in 1972. They now have chapters in 
24 countries and in every state in the nation— 
nearly 600 altogether. Their mission is simply 
to provide a supportive environment with no 
religious affiliation, no membership dues or 
fees, and services open to all bereaved family 
members. Compassionate Friends is the impe-
tus for this resolution. 

I would like to salute in particular their Exec-
utive Director, Mrs. Pat Loder, a resident of 
Michigan’s Eleventh Congressional District, my 
district. She has been a driving force behind 
National Children’s Memorial Day, this year 
and in years past. I encourage you to visit the 
Compassionate Friends website at 
www.compassionatefriends.org and learn 
more about their organization. 

On December 10, Compassionate Friends 
will hold their fourth annual worldwide candle 

lighting event. Starting in New Zealand, can-
dles will be lit for one hour beginning at 7 pm 
local time, creating a 24-hour observance 
around the globe. This simple act goes a long 
way to offer peace of mind and soul and goes 
a long way to help those who have lost a 
child, a grandchild, a sibling or a friend, par-
ticularly during the December holiday season, 
when the loss is often the most difficult to 
bear. 

For the past two years, the Senate has rec-
ognized the second Sunday in December as 
National Children’s Memorial Day. And last 
year the House passed a resolution similar to 
what we are considering here today. This con-
current resolution expresses the sense of 
Congress that a National Children’s Memorial 
Day should be established and asks the Presi-
dent to issue a proclamation calling on Ameri-
cans everywhere to observe ceremonies and 
activities which serve to remember these dear-
ly departed souls and the grieving families and 
friends. 

I can assure you, to those families who 
have lost loved ones, the support that we 
show here, this simple and easy resolution will 
go a long way in helping them cope with their 
loss. It is important for families who have suf-
fered such a loss to know that they are not 
alone. Please help me in passing this joint 
resolution and express your support for this 
worthy and noble cause. 

We carry the responsibility to honor and re-
member those who have died before their 
time. And as compassionate, concerned citi-
zens, one of the best actions we can take is 
to honor the souls of the dearly departed and 
to support those who are left behind. 

I encourage all of my colleagues to join me 
in passing this measure. Please show your 
support to bereaved parents across America. 
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A SPECIAL TRIBUTE TO LTC 
THOMAS J. LEE, ARMY NA-
TIONAL GUARD, FOR HIS DEDI-
CATED SERVICE 

HON. PAUL E. GILLMOR 
OF OHIO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 18, 2000 

Mr. GILLMOR. Mr. Speaker, it is with great 
pride that I rise today to pay special tribute to 
an outstanding officer in the Army National 
Guard. Lieutenant Colonel Thomas J. Lee re-
cently transferred from his position as the 
Plans and Action Support Officer in the Na-
tional Guard Bureau’s Counterdrug Program. 

Tom Lee began his service to country when 
he enlisted in the United States Air Force in 
1968 as a weather observer. After tours at An-
derson Air Force Base, Guam, and Offutt Air 
Force Base, Nebraska, he entered Officer 
Candidate School in the New York Army Na-
tional Guard as a field artillery officer in 1982. 

Tom Lee first became active in the 
counterdrug effort when he left his assignment 
as Chief of the National Guard Protocol 
Branch to become the National Guard Counter 
Narcotics Liaison with the Headquarters of the 
Sixth Army at the Presidio in San Francisco, 
California in May, 1994. He then served as the 
Operations Officer for the Southwest Region, 
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